
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 18h January 2023
Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room

Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and Mary Kenning. Clerk Julie Sleath. 
Part meeting: County Councillor Simon Myers and District Councillor Chris Moorby
PCSO Jayne Grace and PCSO Julia Runciman

1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 9 Nov 2022 were approved and signed.

2. No Apologies received
3. No members’ interests reported
4. Public Participation: No attendees from the public.
5. Village Matters

5.1.1. Reports of broken bottles on Station Road Playground. Regular checks have been put in place and there has been no issue for the last couple of weeks. PCSO Grace reported that police were involved in a possibility of a Youth Club being set up, however despite the offer of police assistance this does not appear to have progressed.
5.1.2. Following vandalism in early 2022 the underpass lights remain broken despite reports to NYCC from HPC and recently from Cllr Myers who reported that NYCC confirm the matter is now with their procurement department and he will chase for action again.  PCSO Grace offered to chase this up on the basis of pedestrian safety.

5.2 NYCC Police report on crime: PCSO Runciman read out the report which included:
28 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 07.11.22 & 08.01.23.  
General Admin from other Police force enquiries and from other agencies.

2 x Domestic incidents; 1x theft of Vehicle; 1x theft of temporary lights on Pendle View; 2 x RTC; 4 x Highways matters; 1 x crime of violence (dog bite); 2 x ‘suspected circumstances’ – 1 led to an arrest re car and quad theft; 2 x highway disruption (parking and traffic lights).
PCSO Jayne Grace and PCSO Julia Runciman left the meeting
5.3 The Clerk reported a full list of actions following the last meeting which included:
Update to Hellifield Herald Magazine; Clarified that Defribrillator Product recall does not refer to the village units; Precept details collated, checked by HPC Auditor and submitted to CDC; details of NYCC reports re Underpass lights sent to Cllr Myers together with photos of tarmac works on Back Lane, and proposed works on the pavement near Ahernes; Preparation of HPC meeting minutes.  
September approved Minutes added to HPC Website; forms requested and obtained from Skipton BS to address change of trustees; contacted YLCA re recommended Salary Levels for HPC employees to prepare for annual reviews; identified that National Rail had submitted incorrect invoices re wayleaves, and obtained/paid the correct amounts to the end of 2023; Community award Nomination submitted to CDC for Hellifield Beer Festival Committee; Institute bookings made for Yorke Room for 2023 HPC Meetings. 
Clerk attended NYCC Highways Dept parish update meeting: Gargrave PC regularly raise speeding issues and NYCC suggested they purchase test equipment to facilitate  a speed survey to support the allegations; NYCC are carrying out a lot of work during winter on repairing potholes. Road closure updates are reported on a central website which anyone can access: onenetwork.org. 
At this meeting the Clerk raised the specific Hellifield issue re the potential refurbishment of the pavement outside Ahernes. NYCC indicated that whilst the tarmac repair can be funded anything additional would be unlikely to be funded. If bollards were part of the proposal, these would have to be funded by the Parish.  

5.4 Cllr Hills reported as follows on the Play Areas. Both playgrounds (Station Road and Thorndale St ) have been visited several times since the last meeting. As of a few days ago there just a couple of minor equipment issues which are non-urgent. Station Rd (which is always subject to littering of all kinds) has been the scene of several spates of broken bottles recently. These have been dealt with by the Village Handyman, James Webb and seem to be reducing. The autumn remedial work by Chris Cowgill and the grounds crew was completed and looks set for the busier spring and summer months.
6.   Reports from District and County Councillors 
6.1 County Councillor Simon Myers reported as follows: The Unitary Council is on target to be set up from the 1st of April. There is an expected budget deficit, which should be covered by current reserves. There are many financial pressures including massive increase in utility costs, and also staffing costs whilst agency staff are utilised to cover low staff numbers. 
6.2 District Councillor Chris Moorby reported as follows: CDC and NYCC working towards a NYC climate emergency strategy to tackle climate change. Targets include Zero Carbon Project (insulation and solar panels so far); Electric Vehicle Charging Network (Hellifield is on the ‘proposed’ list); Decarbonising Community Buildings (to improve energy efficiency); Craven Nest Zero Affordable Housing Project (retrofit of empty properties); making use of Local Plans to lower carbon development and improve biodiversity; building on tree planting achievements (Craven target is 11000 trees by the end of 2023, Broughton Hall is in year 3 of planting and CDC working with landowners to establish a Gateway Forest north of Skipton). Ongoing target is to develop safe walking and cycling routes. The planning manager hopes that the Flashes application is progressed before NYC take over from CDC, but no indication as to any action as yet. Hellifield has received a warmer spaces grant. 
Cllr Moorby was thanked by Chairman Sleath on behalf of the residents of Hellifield for all his support for Hellifield village during his tenure on Craven District Council.
Councillors Moorby and Myers left the meeting
7. Correspondence: 
7.1 Pageantmaster Bruno Peek emailed regarding the forthcoming Coronation and a celebration on 6 June 2024 to recognize the Anniversary of the 80 years since the D-Day landings in Normandy (D-Day 80). 

7.1.1 After discussion, Chairman Sleath proposed the purchase of a bench to celebrate the King’s Coronation in May this year, to be placed adjacent to the road towards the Peel approximately in the area of Green Farm possibly replacing the old bench. This was seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour.

7.1.2 Given the organisational difficulties of a beacon lighting for the 2024 D-Day celebrations, Cllr Kenning suggested that as an alternative to a beacon the celebrations could include a showing of the Bletchley Park Films, for the public to attend and she will investigate this.     

7.2 Local IT support from Geoff Northin is no longer available due to family commitments. Geoff has previously been of great assistance over the years in setting up the Parish Council Website and web addresses with email account usage and management for Councillors. Chairman Sleath proposed that given limited current requirements the Clerk can add updates to the Website and will contact Mr Northin regarding potential training. Future web design if required will have to be outsourced. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour.  
8. Street Lighting: Cllr Hills reported: Light not working, just outside the GP surgery. 
9. Highways: Chairman Sleath reported loose manhole cover on main road near church. Cllr Hills confirmed that this has been reported already. Cllr Kenning reported still issues with drain blockage outside the new development next to school and bordering the pavement.
10. Grass Cutting: The 3 year grass cutting contract is due to expire. Cowgills have offered to extend the contract for a further 3 years at the same price and terms. There have been very few issues since this contract began, after many issues with previous contractors. Cllr Kenning proposed that the offer be accepted and that the contract with Cowgills is extended as proposed. This was seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour.
Resolution: Clerk to contact contractor with agreement to continue contract to end 2025.
11. Planning items: 
11.1 Application 2022/24373/FUL Conversion of agricultural building to two dwellings (re-submission of previously refused Planning Ref. 2021/23084/FUL). Location: Fold Yard Barn, Swinden Manor, Mill Lane, Hellifield, Skipton No comments
11.2 Application 2022/24629/FUL Proposed re-roofing including formation of dormer window to rear roof slope at 2 The Rockeries, Main Road, Hellifield No comments
11.3 C/42/603A Full  planning permission for conversion of barn to local occupancy dwelling/holiday accommodation with associated access, parking and package treatment plant at Scotch Ones Laithe, Malham Road, Hellifield No comments
12. Finance: 

12.1 Payments and receipts for Nov and Dec 2022 were approved and signed. 
12.2 Skipton Building Society Savings Account:
To Discuss changes to the Trustees of Hellifield Parish Council Skipton Building Society Savings Account:  
It was identified that all existing trustees on the account have now left the Parish Council. 

Chairman Sleath proposed that the new Councillors and new Parish Clerk/Financial Officer should be added to the account. This was seconded by Cllr Kenning and all voted in favour.
Existing Trustees: B Hugill, B Moore, D Statt and Clerk M Blackwell. 
Proposed New trustees: Chairman Councillor Julian Sleath, Councillor Barry Hills, Councillor Mary Kenning and Clerk (Responsible Financial Officer) Julie Sleath.
To discuss the number of signatories required to operate the Skipton Building Society Savings Account – Chairman Sleath proposed that 3 signatories be required. This was seconded by Cllr Kenning and all voted in favour.

Resolution : The Clerk to collate Skipton Building Society forms and signatures and prepare a covering letter for submission which must include a signed copy of these minutes. 
12.3 Council’s Insurance renewal.  The former Clerk agreed a 3-year contract with Zurich last year for £1094.49 per annum. An invoice has been received for £1149.65 which is being queried as this exceeds the agreed amount. Chairman Sleath proposed that the invoice should be paid not exceeding the amount of the invoice, once the query is concluded. This was seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour. 
12.4 Annual reviews of Clerk and Handyman. YLCA recommended salary documents for 2022 obtained from YLCA by the Clerk. Copies supplied to each Councillor. Appointment of a sub-committee to complete the annual appraisals and salary reviews of the Clerk and Handyman (Chairman Sleath excluded due to member’s interest regarding the Clerk). The Clerk left the room whilst discussion took place. Decided the matter would be discussed outside of this meeting by the sub-committee at a later date, with a recommendation/proposal to be put to the next Council meeting in March. Clerk re-entered the room
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings.
13.1 Consider potential celebrations for 80th Anniversary of D Day at next meeting

The meeting ended at: 9:20pm  

Date of next meeting – Wednesday 8th March 2023 at 7:30pm 

All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed - Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council ________________________Date ____________
Signed - Julian Sleath, Chairman of Hellifield Parish Council ____________________ Date ____________
Finances as at 30 November 2022
Current Statements
	Lloyds TSB Account
	    £16855.35 as at 30th Nov 2022
	

	Skipton Building Society
	    £21,143.57 as at 1st NOV 2022
	

	Details
	Amount
	
	

	Clerks Phone 3 month top up O2
	£30.00
	
	

	Krystal Hosting Domain fee
	£9.59
	
	

	Village Maintenance – November
	£248.00
	
	

	Administration - November
	£488.00
	
	

	Income tax for November
	£184.00
	
	

	Wayleave for lights on Skipton Rd and at the Hellifield exchange (from Jan 2022)
	£140.82
	
	

	Christmas Event Food / WI
	£81.56
	
	

	Christmas Event Sweets for Santa
	£14.00
	
	

	Christmas Event / Drinks
	£25.00
	
	

	Christmas Lights and connection
	£463.38
	
	

	Re seeding and turfing of playground
	£528.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	£2217.35
	
	


Finances as at 31 December 2022
Current Statements
	Lloyds TSB Account
	£16689.53 00 as at 31st Dec and     £14638.00 nett as at 09 Jan 2023 after payments due for Dec 2022

	Skipton Building Society
	£21,143.57 as at 1st NOV 2022

	

	Details
	Amount

	Village Maintenance – November
	£204.00

	Administration - November
	£488.00

	Income tax for November
	£173.00

	Wayleave for lights on Skipton Rd and at the Hellifield exchange (up to Dec 2023)
	£155.70

	
	

	TOTAL 
	£1020.70



